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Welcome to our Safeguarding and Attendance
newsletter! We are thrilled to share with you the
latest developments in our mission to make a

positive impact in our community. 16th March 2026

Firstly, | would like to introduce myself - Mrs m

Jackson - to our school community. | will be in DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING
school to support with any safeguarding needs LEAD AND ATTEN;::?:;;:;;
and to monitor and support attendance. | am

based in the Community Room and parents are
welcome to reach out to me for support as and
when needed

In this newsletter
you can expect:

This term, | have been settling in to life at

Peartree Spring Primary School and getting to
know the children and parents who have all Introduction
made me feel very welcome here.

| will be holding an introduction session on Friday
20™ March 2026 at 2.30pm and Monday 23"
March at 9am in the Community Room for
anyone who would like to come along and find
out more about the work | do or to come and say
hello.

Attendance
information

Support we can

| look forward to working with many of you in the offer

future.

Online safety

C information
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~ ATTENDANCE MATTER
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Attendance is a very important part of  Every day missed at school is a lost

Attendance

school. Did you know that one day of opportunity for learning. Being on time
school, every two weeks leaves you is important too. Being late fifteen

with only 90% attendance? This is minutes every day is the equivalent of 10
categorised at ‘persistent absence’. days of school being missed.

We know that you can’t help being ill
and it is important to stay home when  We are here to support. If you have a

you are unwell as it reduces the concern about your child’s attendance
spreading of infections whilst or are struggling to get them to come to
contagious but when you are well school, please get in touch with Mrs
enough to attend school, it is Jackson for a meeting.

important to do so.

EVERY SCHOOL
DAY COUNTS

Don’t miss out on the education you deserve.

175
DAYS A YEAR

190
SCHOOL DAYS
IN EACH YEAR
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Good attendance means being in school at least 94% of the time or 180-190 days,
Did ypou know? A two wesek holday in term time means that the highest attendance you can achieve s 94.5%.




School absence

If your child is absent due to illness, please
contact the school before 8.30am each day.
This allows us enough time to input the
reason for absence into our registers. This
can be done via Studybugs, email to
attendance@peartreespring.herts.sch.uk or
by calling 01438 233900, option 1. Please do
not report absences via Schoolgateway.

When your child is absent for other
reasons, please inform us in the same ways.
It may not be authorised but
communication is key to a positive
relationship between home and school.

Our school policy is to contact any parent
who has not informed us of their child’s
absence that day. This is due to
safeguarding reasons. Please remember to
contact the school with any reasons for
absence.

Holidays in term time are not
authorised and you may be issued
with a Fixed Penalty Notice if you do
take your child out of school for a
holiday.

Requests for leave of absence

must be addressed to Mrs Skeggs and
emailed to
attendance@peartreespring.herts.sch.uk at
least 4 weeks prior to the leave taking
place.

Lateness also contributes to the overall
attendance percentage. Being late to
school means the register has been
taken for that session (morning or
afternoon) and they have missed the
present mark.

We work closely with the Attendance
Team to monitor attendance in line
with government policies.

For more information about
attendance, please contact Mrs
Jackson.

© Attendance
Matters




Meet the team

MrsJackson Mrs Hansen
Mrs Jackson is Mrs Hansen is
our Designated our Family
Safeguarding Support Worker
Lead and and Pastoral
Attendance Lead. Lead.

How can we help?

¢ |f you have concerns about your child’s wellbeing or your personal
circumstances, please reach out to one of us for a meeting to see what
support we can offer

¢ We hold a coffee morning for parents every half term

e Parent workshops

e SEN family afternoons

e Pastoral support in school

e Referrals and signposting to external agencies for parents in need of support

¢ Transition support

e Alistening ear




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the contidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate

conversations with children about online safety, mental heaith and wellbeing, and climate change. Forme,
For further guides, hints and tips, pl

visit natior

rly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

What Parents & Educators

ROQBLOX

Roblox is an online platform where users can play and create games known as ‘experiences’ made by
other users. Roblox has a large UK audience. ITV News has reported that millions of people in Britain use
the platform regularly, with children forming a significant proportion of its users. The sheer scale of it

WHAT ARE

THE RISKS?

makes it extremely difficult to moderate etfectively,

A PLATFORM RATHER
THAN A GAME

Roblox “lil‘fers from traditional video
games in that it hosts millions of
user-created experiences rather thana

fixed set of developer-produced content. Each
experience is self-rated by its creator rather
than independently age-rated in advance, as is
the case with PEGI-rated games. With millions of
user-created experiences, moderation is largely
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ge.com.

Need to Know about

creut_ing risks for unsupervised children.

"RISK OF ADDICTION fRwm
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Roblox encourages repeated and
extended play. Many experiences are
made of short tasks, , and prog
systemns that can prompt users to keep pluying
tor longer periods of time. Some games also use
reminders, daily rewards, or timed events to
encourage frequent logins. These designs can
make it ditficult to stop playing. Spending long
periods online may affect sleep, schoolwork, or
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automated which means that inappropriate
content may reach younger players and have a
harmful effect.

4
MATURE CONTENT

With much of Roblox's moderation
automated through Al and creators -
self-certifying suitability, inappropriate content
frequently appears on the platform. Some
experiences may include content intended for
older players. While Roblox has tools to restrict
access based on age settings, these systems are
not always perfect. Younger players are likely to
. encounter content you may deem unsuitable.

IN-GAME SPENDING o @g | =

Roblox is free to play, but many experiences *ﬁ ‘ -
and cosmetics include optional purchases

using Robux, the plattorm’s virtual currency, to
get advantages in games. This business model
is common across online games, but reporting
has highlighted cases where children have

spent large amounts of money unintentionally
or without understanding the real-world cost.

other activities it boundaries are not in place.
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COMMUNICATION
WITH OTHER USERS

Roblox includes text and voice features that
allow players to chat in shared game spaces.
While the platform uses automated filters and
moderation tools, media investigations have
found that inappropriate and potentially
harmtul messages can still get through. There
are risks that children could be targeted by
groomers. In response, Roblox has announced
changes to how chat works. The platform plans
to use facial age-estimation technology to
restrict chat access between adults and
children they do not know.

'USE PARENTAL CONTROLS

Roblox's parental controls provide an important starting peint. Linking o
child's account to an adult account allows parents to apply spending
controls, limit communication features, and review recent activity. Regular
supervision, use of parental controls, and conversations with children about

what they see online can help reduce the risk of exposure to inappropriate content.
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CONSIDER LIMITING OR DISABLING CHAT

[,,

self-rating nature.

Playing Roblox with a child can help adults understand the types of experiences
available, how monetisation weorks, and how children interact online. This shared
engagement can also make it easier for children to raise concerns it something teels
wrong. Parents and educators should monitor all games played on Roblox due to its

] T .

ENCOURAGE OPEN CONVERSATIONS

Although Roblox is introducing tighter age-based chat restrictions, some
parents and educators may preter to disable chat entirely for younger chlldnn
Children can still play games while communicating with friends they know

, through other supervised platforms.

i
Meet Our Expert S
Alan Martin is a technology journalist who has written for -( A 1-
publications including Wired, TechRadar, The Telegraph, - —

The Evening Standard, The Guardian and The New Statesman.
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See full referance list on‘our we,ib.site

X @wake_up_weds

(©) @wake.upwednesday

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release

Many Roblox experiences are creative and age appropriate, and for many
children, the platform is an important way to socialise with friends. Rather
than banning it outright, parents and educators should talk openly with children
about online safety, spending, and how tor d to inappropriate behaviour.

National

College’

o} @wakeup.weds

: 21.01.2026



At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel itis needed. This guide focuses on one issue of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

\ ~ What Parents and Carers Need to Know about
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\ WHAT ARE SOCIAL BOTS?

Bots are computer-generated accounts which sit on social media, masquerading as humans.
“While‘many are harmless or even have good intentions, others are designed to extort, sell
products, spread propaganda or bully human users. Bots - short for ‘robots’, of course - are

often confused with state-funded troll accounts; the two can be difficult to tell apart.
\‘ However, if the results are the same, then both should be treated similarly.
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Forewarned is forearmed, so if your children [ anyone online, bot or not. Pretty much every Whilemanypeople have made lifelong friend
aren’t that familiar with the world of bots social media app has a block button, overthe internet, it’'s important not to be too
yet, explain what to look for using the tips in [l and you should encourage your child to use -y trusting. Random strangers adding you on
this guide. At the moment, most bots still it whenever something or someone is making Facebook could well be bots, so do some
aren’t that sophisticated - so finding their digital lives less than pleasant. If K background checks: do theZ have any mut
accounts which are designed purely to troll @l everyone blocked malicious bots rather than friends? Is it a new account? Even if everyth
people or spread misinformation isn’t engaging them, they wouldn’t pose a problem. | seems fine, encourage your child to b
hugely difficult, even for an untrained eye. i cautious: warn them of potential risks.

T Our Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist and the
former deputy editor of technology and internet culture,
website Alphr. Now freelance, he has contributed articles t
publications including the New Statesman, CNET, the Evenin,
Standard, Wired, Rock Paper Shotgun, Gizmodo, Pocket
Gamer, Stuff, T3, PC Pro, Macworld, TechRadar and Trusted
Reviews.

SOURCES: https://www,computingwmure/3085226/t e-positive for-twitter-bots | https://www.nytimes.c 18/02/18/world/europ sia-troll-factory.html
https://truepublica.org.uk/united=kKingdom/propaganda-g@utomated- fending-the-government/ | https://w) .co.uk/radio/presenter es-obrien/what-are-the-twitter-users-with-eight-numbers/

www.nationalonlinesafety.com f;_'ﬂ@nqtonlinesafety ‘t [NationalOnlineSafety Z\ @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 20.10.2021




Dates for your diary

20th March
2300m  Meet Mrs Jackson

ssratarch | Meet Mrs Jackson

9am

23rd March
215.230 OEN parent event
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